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On March 8, members of the April 19 Movement (M-19) surrendered 511 weapons to Colombian
government officials in Santo Domingo, Cauca department, and El Vergel, Huila department.
Witnesses included members of the Socialist International, and church representatives. M-19's
estimated 1,800 members disarmed in exchange for a government amnesty for crimes committed
by the rebels during 16 years of insurgency. The Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC)
and the People's Liberation Army (EPL) have made offers to negotiate with the government, and
continue attacking police and military targets. The National Liberation Army (ELN) has said it
will never accept official peace talks. According to a report by AP, on March 9, workers melted
down metal from the guerrillas' weapons, including submachine guns, rifles, shotguns and pistols,
in an industrial furnace in Cali. The nearly 3,000 pounds of iron are to be used to make a peace
monument. On Friday in Caloto, 296 km. southwest of Bogota, at a ceremony marking the peace
agreement, Interior Minister Carlos Lemos said, "I have participated in a historic moment that
creates the possibility for long-awaited peace in Colombia." M-19 leader Carlos Pizarro also
participated in a formal ceremony marking the dismantlement on Saturday. (Basic data from
Xinhua, 03/10/90; AP, AFP, 03/11/90)
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